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PROGRESS? 


The 70's seem to be away to a good 
art. Already our membership has 
own by over 150 members, so we have 
d to publish a supplimentary member- 
ip list with this issue, 


Perhaps the International Convention 
Model Railroaders and the Victorian 
anch Exhibition have had a little to 
with this increase, 


it Only goes to show that. the 
tential is there if we only take the 
Ouble to tap it. Do you always wear 
ur AMRA badge? Do you always have 
application form handy to pass on 
a prospective member? These forms 
e available from the Federal Regis- 
ar. 


Every new member is a possible en- 
ant in our competitions and it was 
atifying to see so many entries in 
st year’s competition. The compet- 
ion conditions are reprinted in this 
sue to remind all members to get 
arted on their projects for this 
ar*s competition, 


VER PHOTO: 


The Model Railway Exhibition at the 
Nthorn Town Hall Melbourne was of- 
Slally opened by His Excellancy Sir 
1an Delecombe - Governor of Victoria, 

Photo: R, Little, 
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THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


=>. Meee 


On looking at the heading on the 
last Secretary's Desk showing on one 
Side models and on the other some cob- 
webs around writing equipment, it 
strikes me that this to some extent 
depicts the current situation, 


Amongst the few letters I have re- 
ceived were the following: 


A suggestion from A,Dunheaume of WA 
that we should show the gauge members 


use in the membership list. The 
C.Q.M. has decided to adopt’ this 
suggestion, but has not’ yet done so, 


as the information is not available 
due to the failure of sSomemembers to 
return the layout information re- 
quested with the last renewal notice, 
At this time there is still a large 
number of members of whom the only 
thing we knowis their name and address, 


A. Robinson of Queensland suggested 
that previously published construction 
articles be reprinted as supplement to 


Journal, His letter was published in 
Pop Valve in Journal No. 84 (Jan/Feb 
1970). 


Also from Queensland R.J. Siviter 
Suggested that we should produce a 
track gauge. We have looked at the 
NMRA gauge and feel a similar gauge is 
beyond our means, Perhaps other mem- 
bers may have some ideas on the subject. 


G. Watson of WA, has suggested the 
appointment of a club register, his 
letter was published in Journal No, 85 
(March/April 1970). 
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Hasn't 
POP VALVE these days? 


anyone anything to POP 
Surely out 
450 members there must be a_ few uw 
could find something to write abou 
Some might say "Can't spare the tim 
but others on reading the article 
how Journal is produced will reali 
that the best way to show our apprec 
ation’ of the time spent by Jack a 
Rex is to keep up a plentiful supp 
of articles and items of interest. 


After participating in the succes 
ful exhibition held by the Victori 
Branch I must pass on a well done 
the committee responsible, I think t 
Federal Registrar may have mixed fee 
ings on the matter as it has involv 
a considerable amount of work in pr 
cessing the inflowof new application 
We have run short of some _ pages 
Standards and Beginners Guides, howe\ 
we will soon rectify thisand for tho 
of you who are waiting please be 
with us. 


On behalf of the Committee of Manag 
ment I take this opportunity to welco 
all the new members to the Associati 
and trust that the fellowship will 
a long and happy one. Do make use 
the State Branch or _ sub-branch wh 
ever possible, Someone amongst tho 
attending will have the answer to yo 
queries, if not, make use of our pan 
of experts by way of a stamped, self 
addressed envelope through me. 


The C.0.M. had some attractive di 
play posters printed. If any memb 
could place these in any hobby shop 
any position to catch the eye of 
potential member just drop me a li 
and I will send them along. 


A.M.R.A, JOURNAL 


As AMRA comes of age in 1972, the 
.O.M. has under consideration a get 
»gether of members and families at 
Lbury on the Easter week-end of that 
ear. To enable the committee to 
et planning underway, we would like 
0 hear from all members who would be 
nterested in attending such a gather- 


ng. 
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The Committee of Management requests 
that all communication to the C.0.M. be 


Association Competitions 


omments on the 1969 competitions, 


11 members including 3 interstate 
ntered a total of 39 entries in the 5 
ections and gave the judges quite a 
ob selecting the winners, The judges 
his year were Jack Shambler and Alan 
aylor who both scratch build from "N" 
auge to 3%%"-live steam, 


The judging was done on _ finish, 
stail and workmanship and whilst there 
“re some close judging it was on one 
r the other of these by which they 
ere eliminated, 


Such things as oversize motion work, 
ickles in side or roofs, paint on 
indows, wavery lining whilst not’ so 
yticeable ina model on its’ own do 
tand out on the judging table. They 
»th expressed the opinion that a model 
inished in high gloss is not advisable 
5s it tends to bring out any irregular- 
ties in the body work, Max Whiting’s 
2, X31 deand Rex Little's VR. E Class 
lectric although in the correct 
Jlouring, in their opinion,would look 
ich better in semi gloss.Phil Kelly's 
35 was very good on body work, but 
ytion and buckles in tender caused 
im to miss out. 


Such things as oversize or protrud- 
.g hand rails were another thing that 
tood out when comparing. Now with 
1ese pointers in mind, be in them 
rain next year, fellows, 


in writing and sent to. the Federal 

Secretary to arrive before the 2nd 
Friday of each month, 

NORM READ, 

The following are details of the 


Association's competitions: 


LOCO COMPETITION SECTION 1: The Tim 
Dunlop Cup - a perpetual trophy. Held 
for one year and then replaced by a 


replica. 
Scratch built locomotive, with the 
exception of motors, wheels and small 


fittings, any scale, of any prototype 
locomotive, past or present, whether 
Steam, Diesel, Electric, Rail Bus, or 
Railcar, Proprietry items used are 
to be listed with each entry. 


LOCO COMPETITION SECTION 2: South 
Gippsland Branch Trophy, for the con- 
version, alteration or modification, of 
any commercial product or model, to 
represent any prototype locomotive, 
whether Steam, Diesel, Electric, Rail 
Bus, Or Railcar, 


ROLLING STOCK COMPETITION SECTION 1 
The N.S.W. Branch Trophy for any item 
of Australian Rolling Stock, any scale 
scratch built, except for wheels, 
bogies and couplers. 


ROLLING STOCK COMPETITION SECTION 2 
The Victorian Branch Trophy for the 
conversion, alteration, or modificat- 
ion of any commercial product or model 
to represent any prototype vehicle, 
Each entry must include the name of 
the company from which the model is 
copied, plus the names of the commercial 
products used, 
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LINESIDE STRUCTURE COMPETITION: The 
Candemah Cup - a perpetual trophy. 
Held for one year and then replaced by 
a replica, 


Any structure seen on or beside any 
Australian railway. Models may be 
scratch built or made up by using com- 
mercial products. Entries will be 
judged on quality or workmanship, and 
may be freelance or copies of proto- 


JOURNAL ARTICLE COMPETITION: Trophy 
donated by Norm Robinson, for the best 
article of the year, as published in 
Journal, 


JOURNAL PHOTO COMPETITION: Trophy 
donated by Jack Treseder, for the best 
photograph of the year, as published 
in Journal. 


All these competitions close with 
the Federal Secretary, on 3lst January 
each year. The Federal Committee 
arranges the judging of the entries. 


So how about it members? Let us 
see those models. The field is open, 
and there is something for everyone. 
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AMENDMENTS TO A.M,R.A, SIANDARDS 


Part 1, page 5, Wheels& Axles, please 
amend the following for 12 mm gauge: 


D - Max, flange depth: 0,026" 
0,64 mm 
to replace 0.031", 0.80 mm, 
N - Min, tyre width: 0,086" 
2.20 mm 


to replace 0.098", 2.50 mm, 


Part 2, page 22, Electrical, Catena 
for Pantograph Operation, the heading 
should read: 


0 S HO 
gauge gauge gauge 
not: 
14" 7/3" 16.5 mm 
gauge gauge gauge 


General, page 2, delete: 


"track and wheel standards have be 
adopted for 12 mm gauge" after "T. 
European, Normen Europaischen Model. 
habnen (NEM)". 


The 1969 loco building competition entries, front to rear, Phil Kelly's NF 
35 class (SB), Kevin Brown's NSWR AD 60 (SB), Cedric Rolfe's NSWR 35 class (SB 


Kevin Brown*s NSWR 55 class (SB), 


Phil Kelly's 


NSWR standard goods (SB), K 


Little's VR E class electric (SB), Ken Edward's NSWR 38 class (CMA) and 18 cla 
(SB), Max Whiting*s VR X class (SB) and Phillip Lamour's NSWR 42 class (CMA). 
(SB) - Scratch built, (CMA) - Commercial model adapted. 
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semi-louvred van 


by K. A, Cutler, 


eae ere eo 
La wh ro oh ‘of 
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mi Louvred Van, The only example of 
1s wagon that I have seen is in use 
Narrandra as an Accident Van, No. 
22 and is in need of a_ considerable 
punt of repair, a lot of the timbers 
ving rot in them, The van is of all 
mber construction, 


The head stocks are 8'9" x 1*2" x 4" 
1 the sole bars are 10" x 4", The 
rner pillars project 46" below head 
ocks, The sides are of three panels 
ther side of a centrally placed swing 
or. Three timber strips, total 
dth 16%4",run lengthwise along either 
de, the lower edge being 2'9" above 
oor level. The lower panel of 


LOUVERED VAN 
TARE: B TONS. 
CAPACITY: TONS. 


SEMI 


louvres contains 8 louvres, actually 
the two lower ones are frame timbers 
bevelled on portion of the upper’ edge 
and 6 louvres in the upper panel, one 
less in each panel of the door. The 
louvres are 44" apart, lower lip to 
lower lip. i.e. The spacing is approx 
14 times greater than the louvre vans 
to-day. At lower hinge level and 2nd 
louvre from floor steel strapping en- 
compasses the van, Each upright is 
secured by strapping steel, The ends 
are in three panels, the main pillars 
being 3°8" apart. The lower edge of 
panels are 6" above top of headstock 
with Cross timber and 1 louvre between, 
The top of panels are 1'10" from top 
of roof at centre line, the supporting 
timber being bevelled slightly and 
there are 2 louvres above this support- 
ing timber, Uprights are secured by 
steel strapping to headstock, 


The W Guards are of a lighter type 
than the present day louvre vans, The 
spring centres being 3'6" with the top 
of W Guard being 3'6", The spring is 
of a very light type. Floor boards 
are 2" thick. 
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the lux blue express 


A strictly unpublicised"Fast Train" 
of the Stalin period was the Lux Blue 
Express reserved exclusively for Com- 
munist Party Leaders, supreme military 
commanders and their wives, 


The Express made its first trip on 
lst May, 1933, and ran every Spring, 
Summer & Autumn between two groups of 
pleasure resorts in Southern Russia, 
and occasionally to and from Moscow. 


Vladimir Tregubov was the former 
chief of this train,and he was charged 
with the building and operation of 
this train by the party chiefs. 


took . ten: of. the. best 
passenger carriages from the various 
lines in Russia and had them rebuilt 
from the wheels up. The first re- 
quisite was that the noise of the 
wheels should not be heard from inside 
the train, and also that they should 
ride perfectly smoothly. To achieve 
this a thick coat of lead was poured 
over the floor of each car; this was 
covered with a layer of felt, a layer 


Tregubov 


of cork, another layer of felt, a 
wooden floor, and then another layer 
of felt. Over this was placed a lino- 


leum and then a soft rug on that. The 
result was like walking on a feather 
bed. 


Rugs laid in the lounge car cost 
5,000 rubles in the special Moscow 
store for the use of the top party men 
(similar quality rugs for the general 
public in this classless society cost 
50,000 in the oper market). In test- 
ing the car a brim full glass of water 
was placed on a table and the car wads 
sent off on a test run. If any water 
Spilled the car was reworked until per- 
fection was achieved, 


by Ted Frost 


On the outside cars 
deep azure blue, and the roofs sk 
blue, The paint was covered with | 
coat of lacquer and polished until no 
a rough spot could be found, Each ca 
of the Blue Express consisted of 8 com: 
partments for 2 persons 


were painted | 


each and | 
toilet was placed between every 2 com. 
partments, plus one bathroom, Equippe 
with every convenience the compartment, 


outshone any railway carriage ii 
Europe. 
The dining car provided a_ wid 


selection of exquisite delicacies, 

great variety of fruits and the choic- 
est drinks, Before every trip th 
conductor passed from compartment ti 


compartment spraying eau de cologne 
and putting flowers on the _ tables. 
During the journey he brought arounc 


fruit, sweets and the best cigarettes. 
The most extravagant whims of the party} 
chiefs, generals, marshals, people’: 
commissiars,secretaries of the region- 
al party committees were to be Satis: 
fied. 


Stalin's car had two bedrooms, < 
Sitting room, and an office, plus ay 
office for his secretary, a compartment 
for persons accompanying him, a bath- 
room and a kitchen, The walls and al] 
the furniture were of mahogony. The 
cars of other leaders were built alonc 
the same lines, but the panels anc 
furniture of each was of different 
styles and materials, For example, 
Kaganovich's car was of Karelin Birch, 
while Molotov's was exactly the same 
as Stalin's. 


Behind the leader’s car was alway: 
another exactly the same from the out- 
Side, but filled with NKVD men, anc 
others were distributed throughout the 
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rain, entrances and platforms of 
vations that were to be passed en 
ute, Two or three of them always 


it in the dining car, Before the 
‘ain was run along any line, armed 
lards were stationed at every switch 


‘ter it had been locked into position 
sO inand around tunnels and bridges. 
-dinary citizens were not even allowed 
‘ar the station when the train was 
Co 


The NKVD kept two girl (sic) agents 


. the train at all times. Their duty 
is to strike up an aquaintance with 
‘e passengers engage them in conver- 


ition in the dining cars and generally 
- keep their ears open, They were 
od looking, always well dressed, 
.ew how to behave in society and were 
ways accessable to the important 
issengers, 


of this train was 
Tregubov was 


The job as chief 
very well paid one, 


paid as much as the top engineers of 
the largest factories; received new 
uniforms twice each year and there was 
numerous other perks, There was such 
an abundance of goods around the train 
that no one could keep count of these, 
He could take home cases of drink, 
fruit, etc., and in fact lived as well 
as any of the party dignitaries ---yet 
in the ever present fear of arrest by 
the NKVD. He was always being quest- 
ioned by NKVD, and was eventually ar- 

rested, sentenced to be shot, but the 
sentence was commuted for a reason he 
never found out. During the war he 


had the opportunity to escape from 
Russia. 

The Lux Blue Express was probably 
the most luxuriously appointed train 


ever to run On rails anywhere. I do 
not know if it..:is still in existance 
and I doubt if the Russian Government 
would welcome a question about it. 


oto: by 
& A Parker. 


NSW Branch Trophy Winner 1969, 
Ken Edward's scratch built NSWR PHG van. 
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the scienic side of your layo 


There 
trucks, 
scenery on 


is always a need for cars, 
tractors, etc. to add to the 
the layout, or even to 


provide loads for your wagons. The 
following information is_ tabulated 
from a "Matchbox" catalogue. 
Scales are as follows: 
is ig 2 mm. tot - Ft, 160:1 
ery 1 /IO" tor det 0s] 
"HO" Sémm to 1 £t, 87:1 
"OO" 4mm to 1 ft. ya fal 
"0". I 7/64" tack £63289! 1 
a, 7mm to 1 ft. As1 
a ee le aE 48:1 
No. Scale Item Use with 
1 87:1 Mercedes truck HO 
2 87:1 Mercedes trailer HO 
4 86:1 Stake truck HO 
7 85:1 Ford refuse truck HO 
11 85:1 Jumbo crane HO 
12. 72:1 > dSafari:jdand: rover 00 
13 85:1 Wreck truck HO 
my t2tl- Paxi cay 00 
21 74:1 Milk delivery truck 00 
23 8731 Trailer caravan HO 
26 86:1 GMC Tipper truck HO 
28 72:1 Marl 10 Jaguar 00 
31 74:1 Lincoln continental 00 
33 81:1 Ford Zephyr 00 
36 71:1 Opel Diplomat 00 
37 86:1 Cattle truck HO 
38 41:1 Honda motor cycle with 0 
trailer 
44 86:1 Refrigerator truck HO 
45 71:1 Ford Corsair with boat 00 
47 85:1 Ice-cream mobile shop HO 
48 85:1 Dumper truck HO 
54 87:1 Cadillac ambulance HO 
55 73:1 Police car 00 
57 77:1 Land rover fire truck 00 
59 73:1 Fird chief car 00 
62 86:1 TV service van HO 
68 90:1 Mercedes coach HO 
70 85:1 Grit spreader HO 


by Rex Littl 


No. Scale Item Use _w' 
71 74:1 Jeep pick-up OC 

89:1 Foden concrete truck H( 
K6 45:1 Mercedes Benz ambulance ( 
K8 73:1 Car Transporter OC 
K9 80:1 Combine harvester OC 
K1]1 42:1 Fordson tractor and ( 


farm trailer 


K21 40:1 Mercury Cougar ( 
Yl 42:1 Model T Ford ( 
Y2 40:1 1911 Renault ( 
ne¥6. 48:1 - 1913 Caditiae ( 
NY7 48:1 Rolls Royce 1912 ( 
Y9 48:1 1912 Simplex ( 
Y10 52:1 1928 Mercedes Benz ( 
Y11 50:1 1912 Packard Landaulet'_ ( 
Y12 48:1 Thomas Flyabout ( 
Y13 45:1 Daimler ( 
Y14 49:1 1911 Maxwell Roadster ( 
Y16 45:1 Spyker ( 


Should any readers have informat: 
as to the scale of other models s 
as "Husky", "Corgi' etc.etc. drop 
line to the Editor and we will repr: 
it in Journal for the benefit of ot! 
members. 


NOTICE, 


This publication accepts no respon 
ibility for the accuracy or reliabili 
of articles or advertising contair 
herein, statements made or opinir 
expressed in papers or discussior 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to * 
views expressed by contributo 
Neither is any guarantee implied 
expressed as to good conduct or pré 
tice of advertisers contained herei 
This publication reserves at all ti. 
the right to refuse acceptance to < 
matter considered unsatisfactory . 
publication, 
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model railway exhibition 
Hawthorn town hall 
Melbourne March 1970 


os: J.McNabb & R.Little, by R.Little & J.Treseder? 


lowing the opening the Governor was 
sented with AMRA cuff-links and tie 
by M. Baker, President of Victoria The Australian Model Craft stand dis- 
nch, and declared an Honoury Member played a selective range of the model 
AMRA. railway equipment available, 


e Baker & Doherty Pty. Ltd. stand besides displaying items available to 
dellers, featured an operating layout on which rolling stock was displayed, 
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The AMRA information centre was staffed 
by experts in the various facits of the 
hobby.Allan Dowel discusses some of the Pizzey Limited also used aworking la 
Victorian Model Railway Society mem- out to display the rnage of Lima loc 
bers‘ work with an interested patron, and rolling stock. 


FRAIL 
CONSTRUCTION 


The eye-catching display of the ARHS Bentons Camera Store display of Ty 
Geelong Branch included a 6" gauge live trains and kits. 
steam loco, i ae 


The Puffing Billy Preservation Society 
information centre. HON3% model of Puffing Billy. 


A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO, 86 


ite 


| = oe i my in FH OR acy. 
AM.R.A. Eastern Suburbs Sub Bran h 


LAYOUT UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 


Watching the 
trains go by. 


Page 


A layout under 
construction, 


Level crossing and 
station on the "oO" 
gauge layout. 


Along the centre of the main 
hall the Diamond Valley Rail- 
way displayed its models of 
Z van; GY wagon; S & W class 
diesel locos and a "Pacific" 
steam loco. 


At one end of the | 
Branch layout. In 1 
the Ivanhoe Sub-bran¢ 


Looking across the h 
foreground and Fybre 
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ith some of the loco- 
"" gauge layout. 


Linn Wescott gets down for a 
good view of the models on 
the "0" gauge layout, 


de we can see the in- 
in the background. 
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Linn Wescott, 
Mal Baker, 
John Sneddon, 


Prahran junior 
modellers’ layout. 


Part of foyer 
display. 


_ Ivanhoe Sub-branch AMRA displayed M.R.C. & Freedmont showed made up 
S table-top "N" gauge layout, models from the kits available. 


‘bren Models showed the range of posters, controllers and Xmas cards avail- 


le. The centrepiece was a display entitled "The Baffle of the Gauges". 
pieces Ass Sk SEE, 
ave you ever spent THERE IS A PROTOTYPE FOR THAT MISTAKE, 


iderable time and 
entration on letter- 
your latest model 

to find that when 
task has been com- 
Sd, you have made a 
a", such as reversing 
orefix letters on one 
1€ wagon numbers for 
ince? Don't add to 
frustrations by try- 
o rectify this error, 
leave it as it stands, 
such =mistakes occur 
" to the foot scale 
‘li. This is clearly 
trated by this photo-§ 
of a "GC" wagon of 
praGeR. 
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Diesel or Electric Horns 


Photo: Rex Little. 


While rummaging through my junk box 
I discovered an old ex-army telephone 
buzzer. This was a little box, about 
3 inches square by 1 inch deep with 2 
knobs and locking rings on one end, I 
decided to experiment with this and 
discovered that the tone of the buzzer 
could be altered from a high squeal to 
a medium "Parp". In addition, these 
buzzers have a double wound coil, and 
an output from the second winding can 
be used (transformer effect) to work 
an earphone quite loudly at a_ remote 
point, Further experimenting showed 
that the buzzer would in fact work a 
loud-speaker. Even further rummaging 
revealed two more buzzers which I 
"tuned" to different tones. 


Thus armed with 3 buzzers, Icon- 
nected the "“input" side of them to- 
gether in parallel and their outputs 
in series, This output I connected to 
a speaker transformer primary and the 
transformer to an old permag speaker 
mounted on a baffle board about 1'6" 
-square 


TUNING KNOBS 


LOCKING RING 


To switch 


mM Ol = + R 02 


DiAGRAM OF 


by Brian Rowli) 


On connecting the input toa 12 ve 
supply via a 10 ohm resistor - the r 
sult was fabulous. After a_ litt 
tuning, 1 obtained a sound quite li 
the N.S.W. diesels. 


Next by arranging key switches 
operate different combinations of t 
bDUZZEYS , T obtained four differe 
sounds, all "diesel horn" type. ° 
combination I found satisfactory we 
as follows: 


and medium tone and h 
This was the best group 


1. Low tone 
tone, 


2, Low tone and medium tone. 
3, Low tone and high tone. 


4, Low tone only. 


(High and medium alone or in combi 
ation did not sound good). 
This contraption has now be 
"wired in" to the layout with conti 
To switch 
or PB. or FB. To switch or PB. 
10 o 5 watt 10 O Sw 


| Speaker. 


Speake r Transformer 


CONNECTIONS. 
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‘Ss placed at each cab and the speaker 
ler the baseboard facing away from 
» audience to spread the sound, A 
‘ther refinement would be to provide 
eral speakers at different points 
the layout with possible speaker- 
‘ttching, but I did not feel this 
ra effort justified. 


I have since mounted the speaker in 
ented enclosure made of packing case 
ha still further improvement in the 
“se 


All in all the device I feel is 
sily made up in a few hours and its 
lism makes it well worth the effort. 


SBaLtor , 
‘A Journal, 


key 


The letter of Graham Watson in 
‘ch/April issue of Journal has a lot 
commend it, 


There is certainly a great need for 
le type of registrar for our hobby, 
I wonder if this’ should stop at 
bs. A great deal of research was 
.6 by me over the last 2 years or so 
give as wide a coverage as practical 
this convention andI guess from this 
ave the nucleus of the requirements 
* the Club Rigistrar as set out in 
y Letter, <4 have. some 20 or. So 
‘bs in my files and will be happy to 
;§ these along to whoever gains this 
sk, My files also contain the names 
. addresses of between 1000 and 2000 
-ividuals who are,or were, interest- 
in the hobby. A register of these 
haps would be of much more’ import- 
e to the AMRA than a club register. 


. ice a different matter, 
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Army telephone buzzer. 


FOR 
VALVE / READER'S 


LETTERS 


I am certain that for each person 
who is keen enough to join a club 
there are perhaps 30 or more who have 
no interest in clubs at all. Most of 
these are very competent hobbyists too 
and represent the major part of the 


market, I am not considering here 
the type who attends a model railway 
exhibition such as held recently in 


Melbourne and is held annually in 
Sydney and Brisbane, who gets carried 
away with enthusiasm, then burns out 
in six months, This type will always 
be with us of course, but under our 
present conditions can't be considered 
in the strength of the hobby. If we 
could service this chap in some way, 
his enthusiasm will not wain and here 
is a very fruitful field for the AMRA 
to work in, 


Perhaps, while I am making these 
remarks, I should comment on _ the 
President's thoughts of talking AMRA 


to our non-member friends inthe hobby. 
In theory this is fine, but in pract- 
Just what 
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can we use as a selling point at pres- 
ent? A Journal once each two months 
and that is about all. True, there 
are branches in the capital cities of 
the eastern states, but your member- 
ship only allows you to attend the 
meetings, where a further charge is 
made when you arrive. Membership fees 
do not include "free" visiting rights 
to the branches who have to _ finance 
their way somehow.  Keenness can*t be 
maintained in the newcomer to the 
hobby if he is restricted to a "once 
per month" or even"once per fortnight" 
visit to his club - assuming he lives 
close enough to go anyway - especially 
when he realises that his AMRA member- 
ship fee is not the finish, there is 
still that extra charge whenhe gets to 
the club meeting. 


Every so often someone brings up the 
"let's amalgamate with so and so"plea. 
Fine if it can be done, but what can 
AMRA offer to make this an attractive 
proposition to the other fellow - or 
what has the other fellow got’ that 
makes amalgamation 
Numbers are not great 
as we all know. 


in either group 
Even with AMRA as 


small: as “it Is, Tb stilt: is abouts 
times the size of the other body. 
Amalgamation for its own sake will be 


of no benefit to either party, espec- 
ially when duc! memberships are elimin- 
ated from the total membership roll 
that will then apply. Neither group 
has been successful in holding members 
over the years and surely this in its 
self is proof enough that nothing of 
value to the hobbyist is really gained 
for his money by membership in either 
body. 


Now it seems that I have been be- 
littling the efforts of those who run 
this Association, but I can assure you 


I am not. I hope that my contribut- 
ions to Journal over the years’ have 
been of some interest and help ‘to 


others andmy .:cgular »enewal of member- 
ship shows that I held some hope for 
the future of the Association, What 


worthwhile anyway? 
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I am trying to say is that the old w 
we have fotlowed since the foundat 
of the Association are outdated. R 
ical changes must be made if we are 
progress. 


Provision of aJournal is not eno 
to get the renewals in each year, 
is the availability of a branch cl 
room under the current circumstanc 
After all, there are a number of cl 
in existance in the cities that h 
branches, all of which can offer 
same (or in many cases better) fac 
ities, We need more than that. 
need to offer something the other cl 
don't to the chap who lives in Brisba 
Sydney or Melbourne, We also need 
offer much more to the chaps l 
Cedric Rolfe or Broughton Boydell 
live out in the country. When we 
this, then our membership will cl 
to the size where the manufactur 
will listen to our collective voice 


The fulfillment of the task as c 
lined is the problem of the Fede 
Committee. I would suggest the way 
start it is to send each member 
past member a questionaire as to ¥ 
he feels that AMRA_ should provi 
Enclose a business reply envelope 
the replies will come in, and f 
there on the task is much easier as 
is known exactly what the members we 


One final plea don't drop 
quality of paper used in Journal. 
result’ weil not “justify thé si 
saving in paper costs and it it Il 
"cheap"half of its appeal goes at 01 
Financially the Journal does not ji 
ify this proposed drop in quality 
it is self-supporting or so I un 
stand. If we want to improve Jou: 
the solution is easy. Market 1 
the general public the extra s 
will more than offset the costofa 
extra pages per copy. There i 
urgent need for a good quality m 
railway magazine in Australia, so 
not chase this market with a let 
press printed Journal on good qua 
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‘YY with a better printing result 
1 Can be achieved by the offset 
cess, 

Ted Frost, 
Editor, 
\ Journal, 
Poi. 
Jn behalf of the Organising com- 


-ee Of the International Convention 
tailway Modellers, I would like to 


ik both the former editor Alan 
‘Land yourself for the publicity 
-n this venture over the past two 


‘oo 


here is no doubt that this Conven- 


' and the associated exhibitions 
nged by the AMRA Victorian Branch 

the Tramway Museum Society of 
Orla gave our hobby a wonderful 
L not only in Victoria, but 


through the interstate delegates, the 


whole of Australia. 


Attendances, though not as large -as 
we had hoped for,were quite satisfact- 
ory in that we had 150 delegates in 
all, including those that attended 
only part of the program, 


My committee would like to thank 
all those who made this venture poss- 
ible through their help and in partic- 
ular to the Flinders Model Railway 
Society who so kindly made available 
their rather extensive collection of 
Scratchbuilt Australian prototype 
locomotives and rollingstock to dress 
the M.M.R.S.layout for the convention's 
offtesal visit. 


Again, our thanks to Journal, 
Ted Frost, 


Organising Secretary International 
Convention of Railway Modellers. 


ees asirsenrnestaeeenssnsenysanthiy 


): by 
\ Parker, 


Victorian Branch Trophy Winner 1969 


fs 
3 


Ken Edward's conversion of an airfix kit to NSWR CHG van. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES, 


1969 Presidential Report. 


Although my report is virtually for 
the year 1969 my term of office com- 
menced with the Special Annual General 
Meeting within November, 1968. 


This was deemed necessary as it was 
considered that we may change the date 
of our 1969 Exhibition to the Queen's 
Birthday week-end. After much dis- 
cussion the Management Committee decided 
to retain the October week-end for the 
staging of the Exhibition, This I am 
sure you will agree was the right 
decision as far as the 1969 Exhibition 
was concerned. 


Clubroom, 


During the year much time and effort 
has been put into the renovations and 
alterations toour Clubroom, At least 
one meeting per month was devoted to 
Working Bees, but many more other days 
were worked by small enthusiastic group 
of members who gave muchof their spare 
time to the work involved in preparing 
the clubroom for official occupancy. 


The toilet block and kitchen are now 
in use, arefrigerator has been donated 
for the kitchen, the clubroom has been 
completely rewired and more flourescent 
lights installed. 


Our thanks must go to Norman Read, 
Keith Robinson,George Bray,Jack Parker 
and those others who devoted what time 
they could spare to the work involved, 


Activities. 
and modelling activities 


restricted as our prime 
to have a_ habitable 


Social 
were somewhat 
objective was 


Reports 


Clubroom as soon as possible. 


We were able during the yea 
arrange a visit to Enfield Loco 
Delec.which resulted in a good att 
ance of members. 


Heavy rain on the Friday and oF 
day morning did not dampen the ent 
iasmto see live steam models in ac 
and a large attendance of members 
friends was evident at the Sydney 
Steam Society grounds at Ryde. 


For our visit to the South Pac 
Electric Railway Tramway Musew 
Loftus we had a rather cold da 
once again the elements were brave 
an enthusiastic group who were fi. 
warmed up by afternoon tea, consi 


of soup, tea or coffee, cooked 
Porta-gas stove. 
To those members who have 


places I must cor 
a very worthwhile 


visited these 
them to you as 


interesting visit and hope to se 
at these in 1970. 
Some very interesting slides 


shown at our slide afternoon in Ju 
we have some very ardent and enthusi 
photographers of the prototype ar 
our members. 


Our Guest Speaker on 2nd August 
was Mr. Peter Woolley of S.C.) 
and Assistant Editor of the Austr 
Model Railroad Magazine who gave | 
interesting talk, illustrated by 


slides, on American Railroads c 
mainly on the west coast which - 
visited. 


The auctions held during th 
were well attended and although 
was considerable equipment and r 
stock up for auction, a larger 
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yuyers than sellers would have made 
auction all the more successful 
interesting. 


‘tendance at our Christmas meeting, 
h was abarbecue afternoon tea, was 
ppointing but I am sure that those 
did attend had an enjoyable after- 
' with plenty of refreshments, 


ers 

S.W. branch has increased from 126 

2rs inDecember, 1968,to a total of 

financial members in January 1970 
33 of these having joined in 

latter part of the year. 


es Auxzilary. 


ot as well supported as we had 
d, but the few ladies that we have 
enthusiastic and willing workers. 
hese ladies goes my sincere and 
onal thanks, 


n conclusion I would like to thank 
the members of the 1969 Management 
ittee and Exhibition sub-committe 
their loyalty and assistance to me 
ng my term of office for without 
r help and encouragement our pro- 
s during the year in the develop- 
and construction of the clubroom 
tions, the organising and staging 
he Model Railway Exhibition and 
Jany other activities in which 
vere involved, would not have been 
ible. 

GRAHAM LARMOUR, 


ORLA. 
hat an Exhibition? I mean 
Model Railway Exhibition at _ the 


horn Town Hall held during the 
ba Festival in Melbourne from 6th 
th March, 1970, 


he Victorian Branch committee 
oached the final last hours before 
opening with many thoughts, Will 
lear our costs? Will the public 
eciate our efforts to put on a 
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good show? Will the members who 
volunteered to help give of their best? 
We can now say "yes" to all the above 
queries, It was an _ outstanding 
Success and the Town Hall at Hawthorn 
is booked for a bigger and better show 
next year, same weekend, 


We had the pleasure of the Governor 
of Victoria, His Excellancy Sir Rohan 
Delacombe to open the show on Friday, 
6th and after the ceremony he was 
accompanied around the exhibits by our 
President, Mal Baker, His Excellancy 
showed a great interest in all phases 


of model railroading and spent about 
thirty-five minutes viewing the ex- 
hibits, 


Our greatfull thanks to the Sydney 
boys, Norm Read and Colin Shepherd for 
the splendid show'they puton with that 
magnificent "O" layout, Beaut? Also 
it was nice to see so many of the 
N.S.W. members along giving most of us 
the pleasure of meeting them for the 
first time, 


Our thanks to all the Clubs and 
Trade Houses who participated and 
helped to make the show a success. 


Well no doubt I could go on about 
this show, but it was a great thrill 
to all and the Victorian Branch is now 
in amore favourable financial position 
than at any time previously. 


the Annual 
and the new Committee 


Our April meeting was 
General Meeting 
is as follows: 


President Mal Baker 
Secretary John Sneddon 
Treasurer Don Gray. 

Vice President Rex Little 
Committee Bill Morehouse 


Eric Doherty 

Stewart Westerman 

Bill Bates 
A special welcome to Stewart Westerman 
and Bill Bates as new members to 
committee, JOHN SNEDDON, 
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Shop 


The Model Dockyard, 216 Swanston 
Street, Melbourne, are very close to 
shifting upstairs to their very much 
larger and more modern accommodation. 


Some new items are worth a mention, 
The star of newcomers is the Peco N 
scale Jubilee loco and tender in the 
usual plastic box for $25.95. This 
is the best looking N loco seen to 
date. They have stocks of the new 
Riverossi 0 scale German V100 diesel, 
at $24.95 and matching coaches for 
$11.95, I am told that both run 
beautifully and I certainly liked the 
detail. They have stocks of the 
popular Casey Jones kits for $21 plus 
$97.50 for a motorizing kit. 


On the scenery side they have 1 lb 
bags of Fibreclay for scenery base, 
Just mix with water for a result some- 
what like paper mache, These bags 
sell for $1.15. I noticed excellent 
stocks of Heljan scenic kits in both 
HO and N scales. Send a stamped and 
addressed envelope for a free list. 
The same envelope will bring you their 
latest book list for the asking. They 
have the nev Kalmbach N_ scale track 
plans book fi $2.00, 


I saw the beautiful new Kumata oil 
columns $2.50 and water columns $5.50 
which are lost wax castings. 


And for the member’ who thought he 
had everything,! saw Kumata troop cars 
both in kitchen and sleeping varieties 
for $17.00 each. 


Melbourne Sports Depot,l21 Elizabeth 
Street, Melbourne, It is good to see 
Vic. Hobbs again at the end’ of the 
“Magic Pathway”. It didn*t take him 
long to organise a cisplay which appears 
to be better than ever before. The 
"Specials" boxes were soon full of 
cheap goodies too, 
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Spy 


He showed mea good range of Lil 
(HO) locos from $14.95 (Co-Co elect 
and quite a few AT & T (HO) locos 
rolling stock, including an excel 
ore wagon at $2.50. His dis 
shelves show that they have a 
range of Rivarossi (HO) locos in st 
Peco "wonderful" wagons and Ratio 
are in good supply, and I saw some 
early style coach kits. 


For those who missed out on T1 
GWR “Clerestory" coaches he has 
limited supply again. I saw the 
range of Peco accessories ever 
display board. He has stocks of al] 
all items inthis series, includin¢ 
new "curved" points. 


For "O" gaugers, both Trianc 
Rivarossi have new items from £2.< 
Triang bogie gondola). 


a 
, MeN 


Were pages 6 and 15 missing - 
your Jan/Feb 1970 Journal? / 


Were pages 24 and 25 missing :; 
your Mar/Apr 1970 Journal? 


If so advise J. Treseder, 55 C: 


{ road, Mitcham, 3132 by 30th June | 
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JOURNAL 


Articles and items of interes 
Journal at any time, Letters fo 
clusion in Pop Valve should reac 
Editor by the middle of the even rt. 


Branch Secretaries - Branch 
are required by the middle of the 
months, 


